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From the Principal

It has been my privilege to serve 
the St Michael’s community and I 
hope that I have played my part in 
building the College’s position as 
a quality Catholic, Lasallian school 
that lives out its Mission and Vision 
for the benefit of the young people 
entrusted to us. Please be assured 
however, that anything I have given 
has been repaid many times over.

I will be forever grateful to the  
De La Salle Brothers, the Board and 
the College community for trusting 
me in leading this most important 
work of ‘the human and Christian 
education of the young, especially 
the poor’ at St Michael’s. Lasallian 
education gets to the very heart of 
quality education and the focus on 
community, relationships, valuing 
and growing ‘who’ we are, and ‘living 
life to the full’ by bringing out the 
best in each other should be held 

in the highest regard. The most 
important part of our work revolves 
around people, and when all else 
fails, we return to this.

I feel very fortunate to have met 
so many wonderful people during 
my time at St Michael’s and the 
relationships built with staff, 
students, families and the wider 
College community will be the 
essence of my enduring memories. 
The strength of this community 
is ever evident, whether it be 
celebrating the good times and 
successes, or coming together with 
compassion, care and support 
during the most difficult challenges. 
My greatest joy, and what I’ll 
miss the most, is getting to know 
our young people and walking 
alongside them as they grow and 
start realising their uniqueness and 
unlimited potential.
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There will be exciting times ahead 
with a new Principal and new 
opportunities to be explored and 
developed and I will be watching 
with great expectation and hope. 
I will miss St Michael’s College, will 
always hold it close, and wish the 
community every success. I am 
leaving as a better person for the 
experience and one who is proud  
to be known as ‘Lasallian’.

- 

John Foley Principal

21

St Michael’s has been my life now for almost 17 years, the last 
nine as Principal, and I will always treasure the experiences and 
wonderful opportunities that have been afforded to me.
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Au Revoir Mr Foley

As only the second lay Principal of St Michael’s, John has led 
the College to new heights with his love for, and knowledge of, 
education in the Lasallian tradition. With his leadership,  
St Michael’s continues to demonstrate the underlying philosophy 
of education which we trace back to St John Baptist de La Salle.

• Introduction of the College 
Learning Management System 
(SEQTA) 

• Enrolment of a full Year 7 cohort 
at the Secondary Campus in 2019

• Primary co-education 
in Reception from the 
commencement of 2021

• Marked improvement in  
academic achievement including 
SACE results 

• Enrolment growth
• Successful navigation  

of COVID-19.

While it may be an end of an era 
for John as Principal at St Michael’s 
College (eight years as Principal and 
previously eight years as Deputy 
Principal),  John will not be lost to 
Catholic Education in South Australia 
and will embark on a new career at 
the Catholic Education Office.

In the Board Chair’s official 
announcement to the College 
community, Marie Dorrington 
OAM described John’s outstanding 
leadership which was marked by 
many achievements, in particular:

• Development of the current  
Vision Statement (Community, 
Challenge, Choice)

• Working with the Board on 
changes to the governance 
structure, funding arrangements 
and purchase of the College land 

• $12.7m Lasallian Education Centre, 
modelled on a contemporary 
university design and including 
flexible learning spaces and a café

• $6.5m innovative and exciting 
building project on the Beverley 
Campus which opened early  
in 2021

Our 2022 College Captains 
and Vice Captains pay 
homage to John
The St Michael’s community 
expresses its gratitude and thanks 
to Mr Foley for all that he has  
done in making sure every member  
within our school is both cared 
for and valued. His admirable 
leadership is what inspired me to 
even consider running for College 
Captain in 2022. Being so friendly 
and welcoming, he knows how 
to captivate and engage those 
around him. When I first started, 
I remember being timid and 
frightened by such a large school. 
Mr Foley has never failed to smile 
and say hello each time he crosses 
paths with me and everyone else. 
This is something I’ll always carry 
with me, an action I won’t ever 
forget and what I aspire to be like 
as a leader myself. It will definitely 
be different next year without him 
around the College, however, I wish 
him all the best in his future  
endeavours.  

- 

Avah Topp  
(College Captain, 2022)

The College Leaders were recently 
given the privilege of creating a 
farewell video for Mr Foley, a short 
montage of messages from the 
current Year 12 students across 
the campus. What amazed me was 
that every student had a genuine, 
personal story to share about  
Mr Foley. Each story highlighted 
how he had taken an active interest 
in their life - from stopping to ask 
about their interests, to sharing a 
joke or going out in his own time 
to watch them play sport on the 
weekend.  Through his dedication, 
commitment and care, Mr Foley 
has made a positive and lasting 
impression on the lives of hundreds 
of students across the campus  
– and thousands over his tenure.  
Not only did students recall what  
Mr Foley had said to them, but more 
importantly, they remembered how 
he made them feel. They realised he 
actually cared. 

Since meeting Mr Foley in 2017 
while I was still at the Primary 
Campus, I have had the privilege 
of watching St Michael’s College 
become the great success it is today 
under his leadership and vision.   
I have been fortunate to have built 
a relationship with him and have 
benefited greatly from his input and 
the genuine energy he brings to  
his relationships.  

Mr Foley has been an inspiration; 
I have always looked up to and 
admired him. I will miss our talks 
and jokes and hope that one day,  
I will be half the person he is. 

As St John Baptist de La Salle 
said, “To touch the hearts of your 
students is the greatest miracle  
you can perform.”

- 

Massimo Cavallo  
(College Captain, 2022)

Dear Mr Foley, 

Thank you so much for being such 
an impactful leader and motivating 
our students to strive for success 
every day. Thank you for creating an 
environment where every individual 
is valued, known and cared for 
and setting such a welcoming and 
positive tone on our campus. Thank 
you for all the great chats we had. 
Thank you for being a role model 
and a person who I can look up to. 
Finally thank you for supporting me 
in everything I do. You will always 
be remembered for everything you 
have done for our community.

- 

Rana Hussien  
(Vice Captain, 2022)

As I look forward to Year 12  
in 2022 and being Vice Captain  
at St Michael’s College, it is with 
sadness the College farewells  
Mr Foley. 

Mr Foley has led this school for 
the nine years of my schooling. 
Under his leadership the school has 
undergone many changes, growing 
in size, diversity and structure.

On my first day at the Secondary 
Campus Mr Foley’s speech was 
inspirational. He spoke about  
St Michael’s College being for all 
students, whatever their pathway. 
He inspired every student, and they 
respected him as a Principal as he 
was so welcoming. Mr Foley was 
a friendly face at the Secondary 
Campus. It was also good to see  
him cheering on the school at  
co-curricular events. 

As a student I hold Mr Foley in  
the highest esteem. His leadership 
style inspired me to be Vice Captain 
in 2022 and to lead and to connect 
with all individuals.

Mr Foley I wish you all the  
best for the future. 

- 

Lyndon Williamson  
(Vice Captain 2022)
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Co-education

2021 marks a significant milestone for the College’s history 
books, as we officially welcomed our first Reception co-education 
cohort to the St Michael’s College community. Check out our 
‘From the Archives’ section (pg.62) for information on the  
co-education journey across the years.

• Challenge Year 8 students  
with leadership opportunities;

• Fulfill the College’s vision  
of Community.

The Year 8 leaders and Reception 
students formed strong bonds 
and will continue this relationship 
throughout 2022. We look forward 
to seeing our Reception girls’ 
confidence continue to flourish with 
the support of their mentors and 
are excited to see the meaningful 
learning opportunities that continue 
to arise from this program.

GEM (Girls Empowerment 
Mentoring) Program

Female leaders from Year 8 met 
with the inaugural sixteen female 
Reception students twice per term 
at the Primary Campus. This was a 
part of SMC’s new GEM Program 
that had the following aims:

• Assist the Reception girls with  
the College’s transition into 
primary co-education;

• Provide strong female  
role models;

Discovery Play 

The Primary Campus has developed 
a Play Pedagogy in the Early Primary 
years. Play provides students with 
valuable opportunities to grow 
and develop in age-appropriate 
ways. The teachers have been 
setting up a variety of invitations for 
students to engage with throughout 
Discovery Play sessions. In these 
times students’ curiosity, wonder, 
creativity, problem-solving and social 
skills have increased. Discovery Play 
has allowed students to consolidate 
their learning, inquire and discover 
new knowledge and skills and 
develop their individual identities 
within year level groups.

Lasallian STARS 
(Student Transition and  
Readiness for School) 

The mid-year enrolment intake was 
reintroduced as the Lasallian STARS. 
This year we had two co-educational 
classes commence in Term 3 and 
they will begin Reception  
in 2022.

Book Making

The Early Primary staff implemented 
Book Making as part of their writing 
program. Book Making allows 
students to view themselves as an 
author and illustrator. Students 
studied techniques used by different 
authors and created their own 
books applying what they  
learnt.

Small World Play  
in Nature Play East 

A range of small world items were 
purchased to set up in Nature 
Play East. This has provided 
opportunities for students to 
interact and play with their peers. 
Items included fairy gardens, 
dinosaurs, kitchen and tea sets, 
tractors and diggers for the sandpit, 
animals, buckets and spades.  

Here are some initiatives that ensured the transition of the first Reception co-education 
cohort was a successful and seamless adjustment.
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St Michael’s College is pleased  
to announce the following  
College Captain appointments: 

College Captains

Massimo Cavallo  
and Avah Topp 

Vice Captains

Rana Hussien and  
Lyndon Williamson 

fellow students feel comfortable 
in asking us for help. 

• Most importantly, being good  
role models for our younger 
students and creating a 
big brother and big sister 
environment. 

With inspiring role models from 
the Class of 2021, we’re sure our 
2022 leadership group will fulfil 
these important positions with 
commitment and dedication. 

Massimo and Avah shared the 
following goals for their  
captaincy in 2022:  

• Creating a community where 
everyone is known, valued and 
cared for and being strong 
advocates of the St Michael’s 
College Mission and Vision 
statement. 

• Connecting with younger students 
at the Primary Campus and being 
approachable leaders so that 

As the year comes to an end, and we farewell our Class of 2021,  
a new chapter is about to be written by the incoming Class  
of 2022 who will assume the mantle of leadership as the senior  
role models of the College.  

Introducing our  
2022 College Captains 

De La Salle Award Winners
Since the establishment of the  
De La Salle Award in 1995, the 
Award is recognised as the most 
prestigious student award at  
St Michael’s College as it seeks to 
identify the graduating student who 
best personifies the spirit of St John 
Baptist de La Salle; someone who 
best promotes the College’s  
core values.   

Congratulations to Amelia Charles 
from the Class of 2020 and 
Sebastian Leaney from the Class  
of 2021 who now join the 
prestigious list of old scholars 
presented with the award.

Founder’s Day Mass
“Lasallian educators lead by 
example, not just talking about 
their values but displaying them. 
They focus on the positives in 
individuals and aim high to thrive, 
not just survive.”

Whilst the De La Salle Award is 
presented at the Year 12 Graduation 
Mass, another significant celebration 
of our Founder is held annually 
at our Founder’s Day Mass. This 
wonderful community celebration 
provides the College with an 
opportunity to come together and 
reflect on the rich history of the 
Lasallian mission and the dedication 

to providing a human and Christian 
education of the young, especially 
the poor.

This year’s Mass was celebrated 
by Fr Paul McCormack and special 
guests included Board Chair Mrs 
Marie Dorrington OAM, as well as Br 
John Cantwell and Philippe Dulawan 
from Lasallian Mission services. The 
Founders Day Mass themes were 
built around De La Salle, St Joseph 
(Patron Saint of the Lasallian family) 
and 200 years of Catholic Education 
in Australia. 

1995 Narelle Hards
1996 Damian Popowycz
1997 Luke Callier
1998 Anthony Spadavecchia
1999 Angelo Spadavecchia
2000 Nathan Foulis
2001 Daniel Lees
2002 Daniel Russo
2003 Adrian Stocco
2004 Paulo Abrantes
2005 Joel Morizzi
2006 Joshua Foulis
2007 Shannon Clarke
2008 Michael Valenzisi
2009 Chris Kappamankal

2010 Matthew Sammut
2011 Thomas Schwarz
2012 Caroline Kearney
2013 Nadia Loprete
2014 John Stevens
2015 Melak Khaleel
2016 Millicent Newman
2017 Scott Hanel
2018 Dominique Sherratt
2019 Declan O’Callaghan
2020 Amelia Charles
2021 Sebastian Leaney

De La Salle Award recipients (1995 – 2021)

Unfortunately, the De La Salle Award shield (currently located in the Front 
Office) has now exceeded its capacity. In early 2022, a new De La Salle Award 
honour board will be installed in the Lasallian Education Centre.
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The offerings of different spaces 
were carefully considered in the 
preliminary stages of the Library 
layout, and we now have tailored 
areas including:

Presentation Lounge

Caters for guest speakers, 
presentations, the viewing of films or 
quiet, independent reading. 

Research and  
Quiet Study Area

Used for research and quiet 
individual study. The area provides 
a large screen, a display of targeted 
research resources and whiteboard. 

The Blue Room

A specialist soundproof room where 
staff and students can use the 
equipment and software provided 
to record and edit podcasts. 

The Library is also home to many 
clubs, providing opportunities for 
students to be together and explore 
curiosities with other like-minded 
people, these include:

• Board Games at Lunch
• Creative Writing Club
• Book Club
• Homework Club
• Dungeons and Dragons
• Robotics

Collaborative Area

Ideal for classes working in groups. 

The Salmon Room

A colourful meeting space to inspire 
and get the creative juices flowing. 

The Green Room

 A specialist room equipped with 
a monitor, four camera lights and 
green walls for filming. 

Building works on the redevelopment of the Secondary Campus 
Library were completed and the Library is now open and proving 
to be a very popular space for students and staff. 

Secondary Campus 
Library Facelift Reflective 

Garden
The Reflective Garden is currently underway. 
Positioned between the Chapel and Lawrie 
Street, at the Secondary Campus, its aim is to 
provide a quiet, restful space for prayer and 
reflection in beautiful surrounds. 

A stepped seating area will be used to speak 
to groups of students spread around the 
space to nurture their spiritual development 
and on occasions, group activities. A stream 
through the centre of the space, varied 
plantings, multiple seating areas and winding 
paths will create a tranquil journey for people 
of all backgrounds to nurture their spiritual 
self. The Eco Squad will be involved with the 
plantings and ongoing maintenance of  
the garden. 
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QUICK HISTORY 
St John Baptist de La Salle - 
Founder of the Institute of 
the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools (De La Salle Brothers) 
and Patron Saint of educators. 

7 April 1719 
De La Salle died in Rouen 

19 February 1888 
Beatified by Leo XIII  

24 May 1900 
Canonised by the same Pope

15 May 1950 
Pope Pius XII proclaimed  
De La Salle the Patron Saint of 
Teachers. This is the date that 
is commonly celebrated by 
many schools and ministries 
that host a variety of events 
and liturgies to honour  
De La Salle and his legacy.

Stage 2 Primary Build 

The student growth at Primary since 
moving to a co-educational model 
has demanded that we commence 
the Stage 2 building program earlier 
than previously planned. 

The Stage 2 Primary Campus 
build will include three new 
classrooms upstairs as well as the 
refurbishment of current Year 2, 3 
and 4 classrooms. Improving and 
increasing toilet facilities on the 
campus is a priority. The demand 

Secondary Performing Arts and Music Centre 

Preliminary planning is underway for an exciting new Performing Arts 
and Music Centre, and a refurbishment and expansion of the Visual 
Arts and Design and Technologies area. Whilst the College is only in 
the initial stages, we hope to see this project come to fruition in 2025.

Master Plan & Upgrades

for Music and Performing Arts 
continue to grow and this facility will 
be developed in the old upstairs hall 
next to the new Art Centre. It will 
comprise a music, dance and drama 
space which will be able to be 
opened into a smaller performance 
area. The facility will also include six 
individual music rooms which will 
allow for both individual tutoring 
and ensemble activities. 
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FUN 
Facts

6 times22,523

120 5052 13,731

190 15

Since 2012 
MacKillop has 
won the Br Chris 
Gorringe House 
Winners Cup

Books in the 
Secondary 
Campus Library

Trees planted 
by our youth 
environmental 
leaders and eco 
squad in 2021

Excursions and 
activities (across 
both campuses) 
have taken  
place in 2021

Daniel Kowalski 
(1992) and 

Chris McHugh 
(2007) 

Books borrowed 
at the Primary 
Campus in 2021

Secondary 
students play 
a musical 
instrument

Prime Ministers 
since St Michael’s 
College inception

Olympians 
produced
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This passionate and inspiring group 
of Primary students have been 
working hard all year to make a 
change, with their efforts including: 

• Raising enough money to 
plant 100 trees and donating 
funds back to WOODiWiLD. 
WOODiWiLD is a foundation that 
has been created with the sole 
purpose of re-planting trees on 
farms across Australia to provide 
habitat for our threatened  
wildlife and to help address 
climate change.

• They organised an Eco Making 
Day where students produced 
homemade natural pampering 
products and Kokedamas 
(Japanese moss balls) as gifts  
for their mums on Mother’s Day. 

• Encourage teachers to use  
the Eco Garden as a wellbeing 
space, especially now that it  
has a paved outdoor area with  
tables and chairs.

• Adding colour and creativity to 
our Eco Garden, such as a mosaic 
bird bath and upcycled wooden 
painted bins.

• Running Recycling Challenges  
in our Turon Courtyard, helping 
to educate our youngest students 
on the importance of correct 
recycling.

The groups most inspirational 
achievement this year is joining 
together to plant over 100 trees 
at the new Wild Africa Site at the 
Monarto Zoo. This community 
project enabled our Environmental 
Leaders to be part of something 
bigger than our school and 
be proud of giving back to our 
environment through volunteering 
their time and energy.

• They have also been working hard  
to ramp up and educate students 
about Nude Food, in collaboration 
with the Waster Warriors from 
Reception!   

• They even organised an e-Waste 
Recycling Challenge, promoting 
the recycling of old mobile 
phones, chargers and batteries.

The Secondary Campus Eco Squad 
Team have been equally dedicated 
and committed to do their bit for 
the environment. The team meets 
twice on a weekly basis during lunch 
where they undertake their duties 
in the Eco Garden and engage in 
environmental initiatives such as:

• Supplying our Food Technology 
students with lots of organic 
veggies, including a wide variety  
of indigenous bush tucker foods.

The Primary Campus have an enthusiastic team of Youth 
Environmental Leaders who want to make a significant 
difference to the world we live in. 

Guardians of  
the Environment:
SAVING THE PLANET, ONE TREE AT A TIME A Wonderful  

Italian Week
This year’s Italian Week celebrated 
the 75th birthday of the Italian 
Republic and the 700th anniversary 
of Dante Alighieri’s passing.

At lunchtime across the week, 
students enjoyed playing Tombola 
and Briscola, while others attended 
a bruschetta-making workshop 
with Year 12 student, Valentina. 
Students were also treated to 
fabulous live musical performances 
with Professor Mosca and Year 11 
student Massimo who played the 
accordion.

Congratulations to Year 9 student 
Charlotte, winner of the Dante 
Portrait competition in honour of 
Dante Alighieri, politician, author, 
poet and “father of the Italian 
language”. Congratulations also 
to Year 10 student Joel who is 
the reigning champion of the 
Italian Week Education Perfect 

competition, which saw 128 
secondary students answer almost 
80,000 questions over five days!

To conclude the week, Professor 
Mosca serenaded the Stage 1&2 
Italian classes while they took part in 
a regional Italian cooking workshop 
with celebrity chef, Rosa Matto, 
with all involved demonstrating 
fabulous teamwork, zest, humility 
and gratitude. It was a fantastic way 
to close Italian Week 2021 and a 
fine example of the rich range of 
opportunities that Italian provides 
for our students.
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The way in which our staff 
and students advocate and 
get involved in the many 
campaigns that are run 
throughout the year signifies 
the true Lasallian spirit of 
helping others which is core 
to our values and beliefs. 

The initiatives listed below are 
only a snapshot of the many 
fundraising and awareness-
making activities that the 
College is involved in. 

achievements of women, there was 
also a focus on the struggles still 
faced by women around the globe. 

On Campus, students and staff 
came together to listen to music by 
female artists, hand out purple hair 
ribbons and badges and listened 
to members of the St Michael’s 
community share their personal 
reflections. Rana Hussein, Year 11 
student, spoke of her experiences 
as a young Muslim woman who 
escaped persecution in her 
homeland of Eretria, eventually 
coming to Australia as a refugee. 
Samuel Hornibrook, College Vice-
Captain, spoke of the significant 
role that women have played in 
his life and his gratitude for the 
wisdom and insight of his mother. 
Ms Amanda Price, Deputy Principal 
of Staff and Strategy, outlined the 
importance of women supporting 
one another in their career and in 
professional development. Ms Price 
also focused on the importance 
of male role models who support 
the pursuit of success, recognising 
potential through merit-based 
appointments. 

At St Michael’s we feel proud to 
have an inclusive community where 
everyone is known, valued and 
cared for. We hope that all students, 
girls and boys alike, can feel part of 
this thriving community, ready to 
embrace the many opportunities 
afforded to all. 

An International Women’s 
Day to Remember  

A committee of Year 12 College 
Leaders seized the opportunity to 
organise events for all students to 
celebrate International Women’s 
Day, including a booklet titled 
‘Women of the St Michael’s 
Community’, which pays homage 
to all the females within our 
community. Some students and 
staff attended the International 
Women’s Day Virtual Breakfast, 
hosted by the Hon Senator Penny 
Wong, with guests such as Natasha 
Stott Despoja. The breakfast was 
informative and entertaining with 
the focus on ‘Women in Leadership: 
Achieving an equal future in a 
COVID-19 world’. Whilst it was 
an opportunity to celebrate the 

The College community embraces opportunities to become part 
of the call to action to educate others and support the many 
organisations and causes to help make a difference and change. 

A Call to Action 
EDUCATING, INSPIRING AND  
BUILDING INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES A Proud ‘Go Pink’ Day  

In June we supported ‘Pink Day,’  
a day where we focused on raising 
awareness and funds for breast 
cancer. The College made a pledge 
to ‘go pink’ with the opportunity for 
students and staff to wear a dash of 
pink through scarves, hats, ribbons, 
and ties. 

The Primary Campus was treated to 
pink buns from Baker’s Delight with 
part of the proceeds being donated 
to the campaign and secondary 
students gathered in Founders Hall 
to watch the ‘Netball Showdown’ 
between the Open Netball girls 
and Open Basketball boys, which 
finished in a tie. 

The participation from our 
community was overwhelming,  
and we successfully raised over 
$1000 which was donated to  
the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation.  

‘Make a Move’  
for men’s health 

An inspiring speech by Year 11 
student Halle Rigney, whose family 
has been personally impacted by 
cancer, motivated the whole cohort 
to get involved in ‘Make a Move’, a 
Movember initiative where people 
‘move’ 60km over the month of 
November. That’s 60km for the  
60 men we lose to suicide every 
hour across the world. The 
campaign saw a combination of  
Year 11 students and staff who 
walked or ran 1km over the course 
of the day, accumulating 156km. 
The event cultivated a collegial spirit 
between the Year 11 cohort and 
staff with the shared aim to change 
the face of men’s health. 

The traditional ‘Movember’ 
campaign run annually by  
Mr Andrew Spencer never 

disappoints. Check out these  
funky moustaches that our 
community had the pleasure  
of watching grow over  
the month. 

17
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Supporting our  
Lasallian Mission 

Mission Action Day was created in 
the 1960s for the purpose of rallying 
the College community together to 
understand what is central to our 
Mission and Vision... 

“a Catholic school in the  
Lasallian tradition which is 
committed to the human and 
Christian education of  
the young, especially the poor.”

Since St Michael’s College started 
over 65 years ago, “the poor” and 
disadvantaged have always  
been a focus.  

• $20,000 to La Salle Technical 
College, Hohola, (textbooks) 

• $13,000 to be allocated to one or 
more projects in PNG or Pakistan. 
The SMC funding will either 
supplement or replace  
the donations from other 
Lasallian schools that have been 
unable to hold MAD activities, 
or their fundraising has been 
significantly impacted by 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

Each of these projects will make a 
significant difference, not only to 
the current cohort of students but 
students in the coming years. 

  

What inspires us to continue this 
tradition and commitment on an 
annual basis is understanding 
just how much the funds raised 
benefit the poor and disadvantaged 
students in Pakistan and PNG. MAD 
raises approximately $60,000 each 
year and the funds raised from our 
2021 campaign will support the 
Lasallian Mission by being allocated 
as per the following advice received 
from the Lasallian Mission Services 
team: 

• $20,000 to Albans Boys and  
Girls High School, Multan 
(classroom furniture and 
computer lab upgrade) 

• $17,000 to La Salle Urdu  
High School, Faisalabad 
(equipment replacement) 

A Call to Action 
EDUCATING, INSPIRING AND  
BUILDING INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES 

A Time for Remembrance: 
National Reconciliation 
Week 

More than a word, reconciliation 
takes action, and urges the movement 
towards braver and more impactful 
actions.   

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) 
is a time for all Australians to learn 
about our shared histories, cultures, 
and achievements, exploring 
how each of us can contribute 
to achieving reconciliation in 
Australia. The week commemorates 
two significant milestones in 
the reconciliation journey: the 
successful 1967 referendum, and  
the High Court Mabo decision 
respectively. Reconciliation must  
live in the hearts, minds and 
actions of all Australians as we 
move forward, creating a nation 
strengthened by respectful 
relationships between the wider 
Australian community, and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait  
Islander peoples. 

Here at St Michael’s, Andrew 
Spencer and Kate Tyrwhitt 
graciously led the way with our 
activities during Reconciliation Week, 
along with Liesel Dunstan  
and her student team, who 
prepared a wonderful range of 
indigenous cuisine for morning tea. 

Our 1st XVIII participated in the 
Yunupingu Cup against Pembroke at 
Kensington Oval. Kaurna elder Uncle 
Mickey O’Brien performed a special 
Welcome to Country Ceremony 
prior to the match, and our students 
happily donned indigenous 
guernseys to mark the occasion.  
The design was proudly created  
by our very own Blake Rankine,  
Kai Rankine, Warren Rankine  
and Melissa Smith.  

”The Coorong has a special place 
in our hearts. We are Ngarrindjeri 
People. The Pelican (Goolay-Yali) 
Spiritual Significance can be seen 
everywhere through the Coorong 
and the Wattle flower is also 
commonly found (Acacia).  
The Coorong flows around the 
Guernsey and Feather symbolises 
trust, honour, strength, freedom 
and birds (hence pelican).  
The Boomerang is an ongoing 
symbol of cultural endurance.”  

-The Rankine Family 

At the Primary Campus, the week 
was marked by the release of 
the short film that our Nunga 
group created with Martin Pascoe 
which means we have our own 
Acknowledgment of Country to be 
used at our community gatherings.  
A group of Year 6 leaders organised 
The Great Book Swap to raise 
money for the Indigenous Literacy 
Foundation and raised $158. There 
were also opportunities for students 
to use their Art lessons to learn 
about the significance of National 
Sorry Day. Our Year 2 students 
responded to a video by creating 
National Sorry Day posters based on 
aboriginal artwork via the ‘Sketches’ 
app. These were very diverse 
and rich in vibrant colour, aptly 
representing the values  
behind them. 

$20k
Classroom 
furniture and 
computer lab 
upgrade $17k

Equipment 
replacement

$20k
Technical  
College  
textbooks

$13k
Projects in  
PNG or  
Pakistan

projects in PNG or 
Pakistan
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PRIMARY 
The Primary Campus fielded an 
incredible 43 sports teams that 
competed in weekly and Saturday 
morning competitions, in addition to 
competing in over 20 co-curricular 
sporting activities throughout 
the year. These sporting activities 
included SAPSASA and Catholic 
Schools Swimming, Athletics, Cross 
Country, Touch Football, Tennis, 
Cricket Carnivals, Soccer and AFL 
Football. 

The Reception to Year 1 students 
were also provided with sporting 
clinics that were on offer after 
school involving Joey Cricket, 
Auskick, Soccer, Netball and Tennis.  

Furthermore, the PE Staff organised 
an extra three internal sporting 
carnivals on campus - the House 
Cross Country Championships, the 
Colour Fun Run and our Annual 
Sports Day.  

Some of the Primary School 
sporting statistics for the 
year include the following:

• 87% of students participated  
in co-curricular activities 

• 3rd in the Division 1 Catholic 
Schools Swimming Carnival 

• 7th in the ANZ Tennis Hotshots 
State Carnival 

• 6th in the Division 1 Catholic 
Schools Athletics Carnival

Co-curricular Highlights
SECONDARY 
The St Michael’s College Secondary 
Co-curricular program saw almost 
100 weekly sport teams participate 
throughout 2021, as well as a range 
of School Sport SA and SAPSASA 
knockout and carnival teams, who 
represented the College this year.

Outstanding  
Achievements

• The St Michael’s College Girls 
Football program had arguably 
its most successful season to 
date, with the Year 7, Year 8/9 
and Open teams all making the 
Grand Finals of the State KO 
competition. Both the Year 7  
and Open teams were  
premiers this year.

• Our 1st XVIII Football team 
participated in the Yunupingu Cup 
versus Pembroke where Kaurna 
elder, Uncle Mickey O’Brien, 
performed a Welcome to Country 
Ceremony prior to the match. For 
the first time our team wore an 

indigenous round guernsey which 
was proudly designed by Blake 
Rankine, Kai Rankine, Warren 
Rankine and Melissa Smith,  
a St Michael’s family.

• For the first time in the  
College’s history, SMC entered  
three Mountain Bike teams in the  
State Championships.

• The Caica Cup and Intercol  
Co-curricular events that 
bookended the winter season 
were a highlight for all students 
involved. The College and 
community spirit that is on  
show during these events is  
such a pleasure to see.

• The SMC Drive Tennis team  
won their Grand Final in the  
SAAS Div 2 Drive Tennis 
competition in Term 1.  
The first team to do so in  
many years.
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MARY POPPINS 

A Magnificent Performance 

After a COVID-19 forced wait in 
2020, in May 2021 St Michael’s 
College proudly (and finally!) 
presented the Musical ’Mary 
Poppins Jr.’ The production brought 
together students from Year 2 
through to 12 in a celebration of the 
joy and community forged through 
the Performing Arts. This practically 
perfect performance captured the 
hearts of audiences across four 
hugely successful nights at the 
Woodville Town Hall.

For four days, students enjoyed 
exchanging the daily rigour of life 
in the classroom for a professional 
theatrical experience. In this they 
honed their performance skills, 
strengthened friendships with 
students across campuses and year 
levels, and enjoyed listening to the 

encouraging claps and cheers from 
adoring audiences. This experience 
for all staff and students involved will 
be highly memorable and will be a 
reminder of the power of the Arts to 
forge friendships, build confidence, 
and change lives for the better.

Scenes backstage after the final 
show were both jubilant and 
emotional. Students felt so proud of 
the high-quality performance they 
achieved together, as well as a sense 
of sadness that it was over. This 
musical brought students and staff 
closer together and encouraged 
everyone to be brave and to 
challenge themselves, keeping in 
mind that, as Mary herself sings, 
“anything can happen if you let it”.

Music & Arts
COME TOGETHER

Students ‘Come Together’ 
in a collaborative Catholic 
schools performance

Come Together was a magnificent 
performance, showcasing the 
extraordinary hard work and talent 
that exists within the musical 
communities of St Michael’s College, 
St Mary’s College, Christian Brother’s 
College and Nazareth Catholic 
Community. The performing bands 
and vocal ensembles treated 
the audience to a more-than-
professional show… it was like sitting 
at the Festival Theatre with moving 
performances by each group! 

The day started with the grand 
performance of the Combined 
Schools Concert Band, who played 
the 10-minute piece ‘Mekong’, 
which left the audience in awe as 
the students played this powerful 
rendition.

The standard was set high, and 
the remaining entertainers met 
the challenge! The audience was 
delighted by the program which 
included vocal groups, a guitar 
ensemble, flute ensemble, string 
orchestra and SMC’s very own 
Groove Collective. The Combined 
String Orchestra played Tchaikovsky 
with great passion, leaving listeners 
sitting on the edge of their seats! 
Brian Gilbertson AM was the official 

host, and his extensive industry-
knowledge provided thought-
provoking insight into the expertise 
required by the performing 
students. His humour was also very 
much appreciated by the audience 
as the stage-set-up was modified 
between acts! The final arrangement 
included the Combined Schools 
Choir, who demanded a spine-
tingling response from the crowd, 
highlighting the collaborative-
benefits of “coming together” to 
celebrate music.

Come Together was a special 
collaborative event, evolving as 
a replacement for the combined 
College concerts that have 
previously been held at “The Gov”. 
COVID-19 restrictions prevented the 
students from performing together 
in 2020, so the Music Directors 
from each College decided to work 
together and give their students the 
chance to perform in 2021.
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Dance Showcase

The St Michael’s College Semester 
1 and 2 Dance Showcases are an 
opportunity for students from  
Years 7 to 12 to perform for  
friends and family. 

Students demonstrated their 
amazing dance abilities in 
predominantly Contemporary 
and Hip-Hop routines, as well 
as exploring other styles such 
as Jazz. The variety of pieces 

completed were very impressive 
and the students’ hard work and 
determination was evident in their 
performances as they demonstrated 
outstanding charisma and talent. 
Students were tasked with routines 
that were both challenging and 
exciting and they were notably well 
executed and entertaining.

Music & Arts
Visual Art, Design, 
Photography and Design  
& Technology Exhibition

Each year the College celebrates the 
achievements and hard work of our 
Year 12 students at the Visual Art, 
Design Photography and Design  
& Technology Exhibition.

An amazing collection of work was 
showcased for family and friends  
to explore, featuring beautiful 
artistry and incredible creative  
skills by our students.

Nadia Spaccavento was inspired by fashion 
design. Nadia created two designs that illustrate 
both sides of her identity, one which she calls 
her “mask” and the other “what’s real inside”. 
Her designs evoked her vulnerability to express 
things that she couldn’t express through words. 
Lisa Ling explored different design disciplines 
including environmental design, graphic design, 
product design and furniture design. Influenced 
by minimalism and mid-century modern design, 
Lisa created a small restaurant café that is 
heartwarming and inviting for local customers.

Nadia was recently awarded 
the Muriel Matters Award 
which recognises outstanding 
students who are committed 
to making real change in the 
community. Nadia was integral 
to the refurbishment of College 
bathrooms and her advice 
always meticulously consided 
the needs of students. Nadia 
was also involved in shifting 
student culture in uniform, 
whereby girls were encouraged 
to wear tailored pants if they 
wished. Nadia’s voice was 
essential in the consideration 
of this initiative and her role 
modelling of impeccable 
wearing of the College uniform 
was instrumental in creating 
positivity in this regard.

Paris Lambert

Christian Barbaro

Da
ni

el 
Iris

h

Na
dia

 Sp
acca

vento

Lisa Ling

Chiara Candeloro

Jordan Eckhold
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Music and Arts thrive at 
the Primary Campus

Creating opportunities for young 
people to feel confident to explore 
their curiosities, flourish and fully 
realise their potential has been at 
the forefront of the Music and Arts 
program at the Primary Campus. 
Opportunities throughout the year 
included performances of students 
developing musical instrument skills 
and a chance to groove, wriggle and 
shake at the annual dance concert.

Performances included:
‘Music Through the Decades’ - Primary Dance 
Concert held on Wednesday 22 September 2021
Instrumental Concert held on  
Wednesday 17 November 2021.
Brass and Woodwind Concert held on  
Thursday 18 November 2021. 

Music & Arts
PULSE 13 

A Tribute  
to the Beatles

The annual music showcase, Pulse, 
was held on Tuesday 30 November 
at the Secondary Campus. This 
year’s edition, Pulse 13 – A Tribute to 
the Beatles, was one to remember!

50 years ago, the greatest band 
in rock history, The Beatles - 
disbanded. This was a tribute to  
The Beatles, and the amazing  
impact they had on music,  
all over the world!

The evening saw 20 ensembles  
of all sizes, shapes and styles 
providing an array of amazing 
performances. This included 
two Concert Bands, three Big 
Bands, Rock Orchestra, Combined 
Schools String Ensemble, Vox Pop, 
Intermediate Pop Vocal, Senior 
Vocal Jazz, and much more! Guest 
performances were also made by 
SMC Beverley Stage Band and  
Star of the Sea Senior Band.

St Michael’s is most fortunate to 
have such a high quality Music 
Department who are committed to 
providing the very best program for 
our students. 

Congratulations to all staff and 
students who participated.



29 30

&
co

m
m

un
it

y 
ne

w
s

M
AR

O
O

N
BL

U
E

RANA HUSSIEN 

Crusade on diversity  
and inclusion 

Rana is an independent, proud 
Muslim woman. Born in Eritrea, 
Rana’s family moved to Sudan for a 
few years before they received an 
offer to come to Australia. 

Inspired by a confronting verbal 
attack on the bus, Rana decided 
to use this negative experience to 
educate others and created her own 
business ‘WrapIt’. On International 
Women’s Day Rana shared her story 
and left the audience in awe wanting 
to know more, more about her, 
her life, and the experiences she’s 
already faced in her young life.

I reported the incident to the bus 
driver which led to the man being 
banned from using public transport. 

You spoke about your first year in 
Australia and witnessing Christmas 
festivities mentioning that “the most 
beautiful things are wrapped”. What 
does this phrase mean to you?

People quite often ask me  
“why do you wear a headscarf?” 

My response is “It’s not a threat, 
think about it like Christmas and 
birthday presents. They’re not 
threats to a community or people 
so wearing the headscarf is basically 
the same as a Christmas gift.”

What does your headscarf mean to 
you and your culture?

I feel like it’s my superpower,  
I like to stand out and be different. 
When I wear my headscarf to school, 
I am genuinely proud to wear it 
every day. Wearing a headscarf 
is a personal choice, parents and 
families don’t force you to wear  
it and you’re not being controlled 
because it’s your choice.

Rana, can you share with us what 
happened that day on the bus?

In January this year, as I caught the 
bus to work one morning, a man 
at the back started yelling things 
about terrorism and headscarves. I 
wasn’t too sure if he was talking to 
me, so I sat down and ignored it. At 
the next stop a woman entered and 
sat next to me. The yelling started 
again, “She’s a terrorist, she’s hiding 
something under her headscarf. You 
don’t know what she’s hiding, she’s 
a threat.” At this point I realised 
he was actually talking about 
me. Confidently, I stood up and 
responded, “Whatever you’re  
saying doesn’t relate to me.” 

The College is full of wonderful, inspiring, and passionate young 
people. We have delved into the stories and achievements 
through a Q&A of some Primary and Secondary students who 
have shared with us their accomplishments, talents,  
experiences, and career aspirations.

Student Spotlight

We recognise that there are so many other fantastic achievements in the student community, and we 
welcome you to share your news with us via your Year Level Director. We also encourage you to like us on 
Facebook and/or Instagram for regular news and announcements.

What inspired you to create your 
business ‘WrapIt’?

After the incident on the bus,  
I spoke to my mentor, Susan, and I 
told her about what had happened. 
At the time I knew International 
Women’s Day was coming up and 
she suggested I do something 
about it and to not keep my story 
to myself. Since I was confident 
enough to stand up and talk back 
to him, I knew it was within me to 
have the confidence in starting a 
business. I have made more than 
500 headscarves to sell, with a 
percentage of profits being  
donated to girls in Africa to 
empower them through education.  
I sell them at events so that I can tell 
my story behind WrapIt and raise 
awareness of the need for cultural 
understanding. 

What was your life like before coming 
to Australia – where were you living, 
why did your family leave, were  
there difficulties along the way?

We lived in Eritrea, but then 
travelled to Sudan because it was 
dangerous. My dad is passionate 
about education and didn’t want 
his children missing out on school, 
so we stayed in Sudan for a few 
years until we got the offer to come 
to Australia. Dad has always said 
“Never say no to opportunities”. 
The opportunity of moving to 
Australia was invaluable and it led 
us to becoming more confident, 
me starting my own business, 
and of course getting a great 
education. You shouldn’t be afraid 
of opportunities because you never 
know where they will take you. 

I was nervous to move to Australia. 
We would often hear stories about 
other countries (like America) being 
racist and discriminatory against 
students at schools. When dad 
announced that we had the offer to 
go to Australia, it was a very scary 
moment for me. My immediate 
thought to the news was, what if 
Australia is the same as America, 
no one is going to accept us. But he 
was optimistic.

My first day of school in Australia 
was at Kilkenny Primary School in 
Year 6. I was beyond scared and 
kept crying in the toilet. I said to 
my dad, “Let’s just go back, I don’t 
care what’s going to happen to us” 
and he said to me that, “I need to 
believe, accept it, and it’s not going 
to hurt me. If people bully or hurt 
you, there’s people to talk to, there’s 
always going to be someone there 
for you.” I took his advice and found 
that people were very welcoming.

I couldn’t speak English when 
we first moved to Australia, all I 
could say was ‘yes’ and ‘no’.  In the 
beginning it was very difficult, and 
I gave up…. quite a few times. Of 
course, my dad didn’t let me give up 
so we would practise, have grammar 
sessions, and watch movies in 
English. After six months my English 
had really improved and by the    

end of the year, I was able to move 
to mainstream English. 

How has living in Australia changed 
your life (what opportunities does 
Australia offer you)?

When I came to Australia, I really 
felt like I had more opportunities 
for a better education and to go 
to university. I have two sisters; 
one is still at school and the other 
graduated in 2020. My older sister 
found school to be very challenging 
at the beginning, but with some 
extra support and a mentality to 
work hard she improved and is now 
studying Digital Health.  

What are your goals after school?

My dream is to become the Prime 
Minister! But for now, I am looking at 
getting into International Relations 
and Political Science and Media 
because I think that I’m a strong 
public speaker. I don’t get nervous 
anymore and I genuinely enjoy it.

How has St Michael’s and the 
teachers supported you? 

Ms Thorn, Ms Henry, Ms Porcelli and 
Mrs Carfora are always encouraging 
me to do my best. I didn’t like 
presenting and public speaking 
at first, but Ms Thorne’s words 
of advice reassured me to keep 
practising so that I could pursue my 
leadership dreams. Now every time  
I am presenting, I feel really relaxed.

Please click here to check out  
Rana’s business ‘WrapIt’.

https://instagram.com/wrapit21?utm_
medium=copy_link
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Who are your ice skating  
inspirations/role models?

One of my Coaches is Tremayne 
Bevan who has helped me improve. 
We have had a lot of fun and shared 
silly moments in between. Tremayne 
trained as a Pairs Skater under 
Christopher Dean in the U.S.A.

My other inspiration is Darian 
Kaptich who is a Senior Men’s Skater 
from Queensland. Not only is he a 
great skater, he is also extremely 
entertaining and fun to watch and 
gives the crowd a laugh and a 
good feeling. I would love to be an 
entertaining skater like him that 
everyone loves to watch.

How has St Michael’s helped you  
with your ice skating aspirations? 

St Michael’s has been amazing!  
They have supported me by 
recognising my achievements.  
I have been able to spend a regular 
PE lesson each week skating instead 
of undertaking a PE class, which 
means I have been able to take 
advantage of more time on the ice 
which has been a great help.

Do you have any advice for someone 
who would like to try ice skating?

If you want to try out ice skating, 
I would say to just give it a go, be 
persistent and see if you love it. 
There are lots of times where you 
will just fall over and get lots of 
bumps and bruises, but you might 
just get there if you keep trying. You 
make lots of friends not only at the 
rink in Adelaide but at the rinks all 
around Australia.

JASPER CUSACK 

Figure Skater in  
the making 

Earlier this year, Year 7 student 
Jasper Cusack won Gold at a South 
Australian Ice Skating competition. 
This is a huge achievement which 
qualified Jasper to fly to Sydney, 
where he will compete at a National 
level for the chance to represent the 
country. 

How old were you when you first 
started ice skating and what 
interested you about this sport?

When I was 7 years old, I watched 
my friend figure skating at a pop-up 
rink in Glenelg. She performed a 
demonstration skate, and I loved it, 
and said to my Mum, “I want to do 
that!”. So Mum enrolled me in the 
Learn-To-Skate 10-week program 
and I have been skating ever since.

How many hours a week  
do you train?

I train 10 hours a week overall. 
I train five hours on the ice and five 
hours off the ice. The off-ice training 
is where I practise and learn to do 
the jumps, and better my technique. 
I also do strength, stretch, cardio 
and a core class.

Where do you hope your passion 
for ice skating will take you – do you 
have any career aspirations?

I hope to be able to achieve triple 
jumps and pass all my tests to go 
right through to the senior division. 
My shorter-term goals are to 
achieve an international qualifying 
score and get nominated by Ice 
Skating Australia to compete at 
international competitions like  
The Asian Open or Junior Grand Prix 
if I get to the Junior division.

What are your proudest 
achievements?

One of my best moments was 
when I landed my first Single Axel 
which is the hardest Figure Skating 
jump to learn. I was 9 years old 
when I landed it. Now I have moved 
onto my double jumps and getting 
them consistent before I move 
onto a Double Axel and triples. My 
other proudest achievement was 
coming first in a National Online 
Competition earlier this year which 
was run by Ice Skating Australia.

Do you prefer jumping or spinning? 

I prefer jumping, but a really good 
spin can earn you much higher 
scoring points than a jump. Spins 
can make you dizzy if you don’t 
practice, so you must train and learn 
techniques to avoid the dizziness 
and practice… a lot!

What are your favourite songs to 
practice or perform to?

A Figure Skater has the same 
program song for a whole 
competition year; therefore, you can 
only choose one piece of music that 
you like and is suitable to skate to. 
So, you must choose something that 
you will have to listen and perform 
to for the whole year. My program 
music is a mashup of ‘Blinding 
Lights’ by The Weeknd and ‘Take  
On Me’ by Aha. The competition  
year is about to end so I have to 
start thinking about what to skate  
to next year.

Do you have a special “good luck” 
routine you do before performing?

I don’t have any special good luck 
routine, but I usually give the 
coaches a high five before  
I perform.

Student Spotlight
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AMELIA RUSSO  

Takes centre stage 

Year 11 student, Amelia Russo 
received a Conditional Offer to 
the Bachelor of Creative Arts 
(Dance) 2023. Amelia successfully 
participated in the Flinders 
University Assessment Centre that 
was held at St Michael’s College 
earlier in the year and once 
Amelia completes her SACE and 
successfully auditions at the end of 
Year 12, she can take up this offer  
at Flinders University.

Amelia has studied Dance at St 
Michael’s College from Year 8. She 
has gained a Certificate 2 in Dance 
and is finishing her Certificate 3 and 
will be completing Stage 2 Dance in 
Year 12. Outside of school Amelia 
teaches at Henley Beach Dance 
studio and is a National Champion 
with the Matthew Cram Dance 
Academy. 

What are your proudest 
achievements in relation to Dance?

My proudest moment as a dance 
student was the Dance Star 
Competition in 2019 as it allowed 
me to choreograph with another 
student and then perform that 
routine which made its way to the 
National Competition on the Gold 
Coast. Another achievement I am 
proud of is my first time performing 
with MCDA. It was another National 
dance competition and when 
we came first and were crowned 
National champions it was a very 
special moment. 

What personal and professional 
skills have you developed through 
Dance that you will take with you 
into your future life?

Where do you hope your passion for 
Dance will take you – do you plan on 
studying in this area? What are your 
career aspirations? 

I am looking forward to completing 
the Bachelor of Creative Arts 
(Dance) and Masters in Teaching as 
this will help to set up my future. I 
would love to dance professionally; 
however, my long-term goal is to 
run my own dance studio and teach 
Performing Arts.  Ideally, I would love 
to come back to St Michael’s and 
teach here.

During your time as a Dance student, 
which performance and or dance 
style is your favourite and why? 

I have many favourites when it 
comes to dance. My main two are 
jazz and contemporary. Jazz allows 
me to express my versatility and 
personality, whilst contemporary 
allows me to step outside my 
comfort zone. I also enjoy Hip Hop 
as it’s a high energy style and I feel  
it fits my personality.

Ms Caputo has been there all the 
way through and I have loved how 
encouraging and supportive she 
has been, even when I have been 
exhausted, she has helped me. The 
school has been great as I feel that 
Dance as a subject is getting bigger 
and better and I am looking forward 
to coming back in the future and 
joining the faculty and having the 
opportunity to support students the 
way that I have been supported.

Do you have any advice for students 
who are considering studying  
dance at SMC?

Studying Dance at SMC has been 
amazing. I would say to future 
and current students that if you 
are interested in dance and love 
performing then this is the subject 
for you. I would remind them that 
anything worth having is going to be 
hard work and if at any time you feel 
a little overwhelmed or tired or feel 
as though you aren’t good enough, 
then reach out to the amazing staff 
and know that “you got this!”

I would also like to add that I have 
been very lucky as my parents have 
always supported my passion for 
dance and have never complained 
about all the trainings, driving, 
costumes and general expenses 
involved. Having their support at 
home and the teachers at school 
has made it an attainable dream.

What does Dance mean to you  
and what has drawn you to this 
subject area/sport?

For me dance is about being able to 
express myself. I lose myself while I 
am dancing and for me it’s a great 
way to relax and keep fit. I have also 
found that dancing is a great way to 
meet people who all share the same 
passion and desire. Having friends 
at dance makes the hard training 
and competitions fun. 

How many hours a week  
do you dance?

I train just over 13 hours a week and 
then there is anywhere between 
10 to 15 hours of training at home 
and preparing for classes that I am 
teaching. I also do two hours of 
aerial training; this I do for fun and 
to keep my strength and fitness up.

What aspect of Dance are you most 
passionate about and why? 

I enjoy all aspects of dance for 
different reasons. I enjoy teaching 
and choreographing because I 
love watching the younger dancers 
learn and improve each week. 
VET has allowed me to expand on 
all the things I enjoy doing. I love 
performing, while it is very tiring, 
seeing a dance come together and 
listening to the audience applaud 
gives me a rush.

Dancing has allowed me to step 
outside my comfort zone. While I am 
often thought of as being “quiet and 
shy”, dancing has helped me to be 
a little more “out there”. Dance has 
taught me about commitment and 
that in order to achieve I have to put 
in the hard work.  It has also taught 
me to trust in my teachers and that 
by listening and watching I will learn 
a lot. I also know that no matter  
how much I think I know, hard work 
and dedication will ensure I learn  
a lot more.

Who are your Dance  
inspirations/role models?

My role models are my dance 
teachers and choreographers that  
I am lucky enough to train with each 
week. They continue to inspire me 
to do my best and be my best.  

How has St Michael’s and your  
SMC dance teachers supported  
you with dance?

From the very beginning SMC has 
made dance as a subject “fun”. 

Student Spotlight
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Frank & Charlie: 

We learnt about the structure of  
a podcast and how to make hooks. 
Mr Meston is a really good teacher 
and we learnt so much about the 
planning process and using all  
sorts of equipment.

If you could invite any celebrity or 
character (game, cartoon, tv show, 
movie) to be on your podcast, who 
would it be and why?

Finn & Gurshaan: 

Elon Musk. We admire Elon Musk  
for his determination and 
persistence and think he could  
have some really interesting  
stories to tell. 

Frank & Charlie: 

We would invite a soccer player  
like Messi, Barella or Bruno 
Fernandes. It would make for an 
interesting interview and draw  
in a lot of listeners.

Do you have any tips or encouraging 
words for other students wanting to 
make a podcast?

Finn & Gurshaan: 

Think of interesting topics to 
captivate viewers and make sure  
it sounds natural and act like  
you’re just having a conversation 
with a friend.

Frank & Charlie: 

Think outside the box and try 
something new. Podcasts can  
be about anything! Just choose a 
topic you are really interested in  
and talk casually like you are talking 
to your best friend.

OUR PINT-SIZED  
PODCASTERS  
Since the beginning of 2021, a  
group of Year 5 students have 
stepped outside their comfort 
zones and learnt how to create 
professional podcasts. This has 
been a joint project with James 
Meston from ARCH D Radio and 
Podcast who each fortnight has 
been taking our students through 
their paces.

In the finest Lasallian tradition of 
“don’t do anything for a student they 
can do for themselves”, students 
have been challenged to be original, 
creative, and technical. The podcast 
topics, questions, artwork, music, 
and blurbs have all been created  
by the students. 

Our students have been the 
youngest to undertake this first level 
of podcasting and we have definitely 
uncovered some new talent. We 
asked Year 5 students Finn McEvoy, 
Gurshaan Parmar, Frank Marino and 
Charlie Santos Tait some questions 
about their time podcasting… 

What is the hardest part about 
making a podcast?

Finn & Gurshaan: 

The hardest part has been 
scriptwriting questions. It was  
quite difficult to come up with open 
and closed questions that would 
fit in with the topic. We have learnt 
many things through podcasting, 
but the main thing has been how  
to tell stories properly.

Frank & Charlie: 

Thinking about ideas was hard but 
creating a mind map and coming 
up with random topics helped. 
Podcasts are meant to be fun and 
entertaining, and there are a million 
and one topics to choose from!

What have you learnt about making 
podcasts and what would you do 
differently next time?

Finn & Gurshaan: 

The thing we could improve on  
next time would be to recheck 
questions and see if there are  
any better options.

How did you come up with the  
idea for your podcast?

Finn & Gurshaan: 

We came up with the idea for our 
podcast because we all love movies 
and wanted to discuss and share 
our opinions with people. 

Frank & Charlie: 

Charlie and I were thinking about 
doing a soccer podcast. Our first 
idea was to discuss funny soccer 
stories about pets scoring goals.  
We found an article about a dog 
scoring a goal in Chile, and then 
our idea turned into pets  
impressing their owners.

What has been your favourite part  
of the podcast process?

Finn & Gurshaan: 

We were really nervous at the start, 
but then conquered our fears and 
by the end of it, it ended up being 
just a regular conversation. 

Frank & Charlie: 

We like recording and chatting with 
each other the most. It feels really 
good to record a podcast and we 
absolutely love it! The more we do, 
the better we get. 

Student Spotlight
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BONITA DORIAN 
When did you start working at  
SMC and what is your role?

I commenced working at SMC in 
2008. This was an exciting year as it 
was the first year that we had girls 
start in Year 8. I worked in the Front 
Office for around nine years, which 
I thoroughly enjoyed as it was a 
great way to get to know everyone 
(students, staff and parents) really 
well. I then moved across to Student 
Services and have been working in 
the role of Senior Administration 
Officer – Pastoral, ever since.

What do you love most about  
working at SMC?

St Michael’s is like a second home 
for me. I love the people I work 
alongside, the students and the 
awesome community I get to be a 
part of.

Every day is different, and you never 
know what you are going to be faced 
with. I get bored easily, so this suits 
me down to a tee!

What was your job/role prior  
to commencing at SMC?

I have worked in many roles over 
the past including a Florist, Cake 
Decorator and even a Nanny. Just 
prior to coming to St Michael’s 
I worked for the Education 
Department and Surf Life Saving SA 
as a Surf Education Instructor.

If you could only listen to one song/
band/album for the rest of your life, 
what would it be?

Oh wow, only one! I guess I would 
have to say “The Weeknd” (no, that is 
not a spelling error)

What don’t we know about you?

I used to be Beyonce in my past life! 
But on a serious note….I was married 
on an island near Vanuatu.

Who is someone you admire, and why?

Caryn Fielke. She is the most caring, 
humble, hardworking person I know, 
and she is amazing at her job. When I 
grow up and I want to be just like her! 

What is some advice you would  
give your high school self?

DO NOT worry about what people 
think about you because your vibe 
will always attract your tribe.

And have fun while you can as you 
are not far off from having five kids!

If you could invite three people  
to a dinner party, dead or alive from 
any period of time, who would  
it be and why?

1. Marilyn Monroe because I think 
she would have some very 
entertaining stories.

2. Robin Williams because he is 
hilarious and has a beautiful heart.

3. Jason Mamoa because  
he is Jason Mamoa!

If you could be a superhero or a villain, 
who would you be and why?

Invisible Woman, who wouldn’t want 
to be invisible sometimes!

What has been your most rewarding 
experience at work?

Making amazing friends and watching 
our beautiful students grow into 
awesome young men and women.

I taught kids of all ages and 
backgrounds, as well as new arrivals 
to Australia, surf safety and survival 
skills, something I believe everyone in 
Australia should know.

Outside of SMC, what other  
interests do you enjoy?

My favourite things to do are fishing, 
beachcombing for sea glass and 
creating artworks with what I find 
washed up. I also love my yoga and 
going for walks with my awesome 
blue heelers, Ace & Frankie.

What are some of your proudest 
achievements at work and  
outside of work?

I am not sure if they are my 
achievements, but I am certainly 
proud of my five boys who have now 
all grown into pretty awesome men!

I have also won several medals 
throughout my time competing 
in Surf Life Saving. The highest 
achievement would have to be 
winning an Australian Gold Medal 
in Flags, but my favourite Australian 
medals are the ones I won competing 
in the beach relays with my friends. 

As far as work goes, I guess I am 
proud that over the years I have 
played a part in many of the 
memorable occasions for both 
students and staff. Putting smiles 
on people’s faces brings me joy 
and I have made many wonderful 
connections throughout my time at 
St Michael’s.

Staff Comments
NATHAN ROSE
When did you start working at  
SMC and what is your role? 

I did my final university prac at 
Beverley in 2015 and have been 
here mostly full time since then.  

What do you love most about 
working at SMC? 

The community. St Michael’s 
College is a wonderful school that 
is full of outstanding teachers 
and educators. The students and 
families that I have got to know 
over my time here have made the 
experience great and keep work 
exciting which is refreshing.

What was your job/role prior  
to commencing at SMC? 

Whilst at uni, I worked for Little 
Athletics South Australia running 
athletics coaching programs in 
schools.  

Outside of SMC, what other  
interests do you enjoy? 

I love football – Aussie Rules of 
course. I am a diehard Essendon fan 
but also love watching the SANFL 
and Port Districts. I coach athletics 
and love spending time with my 
friends and family, in particular my 
nieces and nephews.  

 What are some of your proudest 
achievements at work and  
outside of work? 

I am proud of the relationships 
I have been able to build with 
students and watching them have 
the success they have had moving 
into secondary schooling. Outside  
of school my proudest achievements 
are kicking 100 goals in a season at 
Port Districts and winning national 
medals for Shot Put as a junior.  

If you could only listen to one song/
band/album for the rest of your life, 
what would it be? 

I’m happy listening to any music, old 
and new, however the one band 
that comes to mind as a go to would 
be Hilltop Hoods.  

What don’t we know about you? 

Whilst being terrible at it, I’m a 
sucker for a good karaoke singalong.  

Who is someone you admire, and why? 

Neale Daniher. The impact he has 
made to raise funds for MND and 
being a positive role model for 
everybody is inspiring and a story 
that is impossible not to move 
people. His positive spirit through 
his battle is infectious and is 
amazing to observe. 

What is some advice you would  
give your high school self? 

Enjoy school and those years of your 
life. Life gets crazy once at university 
and working full time so enjoy 
school and the time with friends 
while you can – it really is the  
best time! 

If you could invite three people  
to a dinner party, dead or alive from 
any period of time, who would  
it be and why?

1. Kevin Sheedy – Superstar of  
the AFL and Essendon. 

2. Usain Bolt – Fastest man alive  
and icon in the athletics world. 

3. Will Ferrell or Kevin Hart – I can’t 
split them, both hilarious.  

If you could be a superhero or a 
villain, who would you be and why? 

I would be Superman, mainly for  
the ability to fly. 

What has been your most rewarding 
experience at work? 

I don’t have one event in particular 
that comes to mind. I love the 
R-12 College days where we get to 
see the students we taught at the 
Primary Campus who are now at the 
Secondary Campus, and hearing the 
stories of how they are going and 
what they are loving. It is generally 
very positive, and this is something  
I love hearing and find rewarding.
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Reunions

Class reunions are a perfect opportunity 
to reconnect with old friends and 
teachers, share stories and make  
new contacts.

Amongst the list of staff are a number with long and illustrious careers. Whether it be these “veterans” of St Michael’s 
College or those with a lesser tenure, we thank them for all for their valued contributions to the community.

Nathan Armiento, 2021 – 2021 (1 year)
Angela Benedetti, 2004 - 2021 (18 years) 
Kym Bolto, 2016 – 2021 (6 years)
Lavina Desyllas, 2005 – 2021 (17 years)
Tony Faraone, 1998 – 2021 (24 years)
John Foley, 2005 – 2021 (17 years)
Tony Galpin, 1982 – 2021 (40 years)
Tony Healy, 1992 - 2021 (29 years)
Danielle Keynes, 2021 – 2021 (1 year)
John Lambert, 2013 – 2021 (8 years) 
Sean McKenzie, 2021 – 2021 (1 year)
Tori Roberts, 2020 – 2021 (2 years)

In any given year, in any workplace, staff come and go. 

As circumstances would have it, the end of 2021 signaled a  
new beginning and journey for a significant number of staff 
leaving the College community for a wide variety of career and 
lifestyle choices. 

Thank you for the Memories 

2022 REUNIONS 

1972, 1982, 1992,  
2002, 2012 

Reunions are a collaborative 
venture between old scholars 
and the St Michael’s College 
Community Relations 
Department. To ensure 
they are successful we need 
commitment from each cohort 
or a dedicated committee 
to spread the word to their 
respective networks. 

If 2022 is your Reunion year, 
please contact the College  
via email:

community@smc.sa.edu.au 

or update your details: 

www.smc.sa.edu.au/
community/old-scholars-
update-your-details/

Reinhard Schwidder, 1994 – 2021 (28 years)
Julie Sexton, 2018 – 2021 (4 years)
Katie Sheldrick, 2021 – 2021 (1 year)
Linda Story, 2005 – 2021 (17 years) 
Rob Sturman, 2005 – 2021 (17 years)
Jill Thorn, 2005 – 2021 (17 years) 
Nikki Williamson, 2010 – 2021 (10 years)
Annette Woolford, 2011 – 2021 (10 years) 
Kevin Woolford, 2009 – 2021 (13 years)

Front L-R: Linda Story, Katie Sheldrick, Reinhard Schwidder, Nathan Armiento
Back: L-R: Anette Woolford, Kevin Woolford, Sean McKenzie, Tony Galpin,  
Danielle Keynes, Tony Healy, Tori Roberts, John Lambert, Angela Benedetti,  
Lavina Desyllas, Tony Faraone, Jill Thorn.
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Reunions Class of 1969/1970/1971 - Raise your bat

On Saturday 6 February 2021, 40 
years and two months after finishing 
Year 12 at St Michael’s College, the 
Class of 1980 held their 40 year 
school reunion at the Henley Surf 
Lifesaving Club.  

In 2020, we were all stopped in 
our tracks thanks to COVID-19. Old 
scholars living overseas, interstate 
and from afar dutifully booked their 
flights/holidays for a Saturday 24 
October 2020 reunion, but this  
was not to be.  

Over 50 “over 50’s” attended the 
‘take 2’ reunion in February this year. 
Many people were unable to attend 
but a rowdy group of old scholars 
did, and we all had a great night of 
reminiscing and catching up.  

Books full of old photos and 
memories were handed around 
and plenty ‘life probing’ questions 
were asked. Who knew one of us 
was a great grandfather! A video 
was also shown which had many old 
school photos and mentioned those 
students who are no longer with us.   

Organising a combined reunion of 
the classes of 1969, 1970 and 1971 
had its challenges and logistical 
hurdles especially with many locked 
out by border closures. After 
several postponements due to 
COVID-19, Facebook notifications, 
personal emails and phone 
calls, it finally eventuated at 
the Mosaic Hotel on Saturday 
November, with representation  
from ‘70 and ’71.   

Many of the Class of ’70 were 
in fact inaugural members of 
the Henley Beach campus in 1967, 
and were also Year 12 repeats in 
1971, hence having the two classes 
combined for the reunion was 
very special. In fact, as parents and 

A quiet frothy or two, numerous 
red wines, plentiful spread of food 
and wonderful conversation with 
humorous memories is always 
a great recipe for a successful 
night, which it was. Based on my 
observations everyone relished the 
experience, with many exchanging 
contact details and looking forward 
to catching up at future College 
events.   

A great night was had by all, so 
thanks to the organisers in the 
Community Relations Department 
for making it happen.   

- 

Tony Capuano 

grandparents many of the group 
have maintained close links with 
the College through various family 
members and as Barry Marks said, 
“The Primary Campus has come 
of age with the state-of-the art 
classrooms and facilities available.”   

50 years is a long time, and a few 
were difficult to recognise without 
a little prompting or a clue from a 
fellow classmate. Nonetheless after a 
little conversation and reminiscing of 
survivor tales from Beverley, the old 
familiar features and mannerisms 
soon became evident. It was quite 
surprising that few of the group 
had not taken up a career with Jim’s 
Mowing considering the amount of 
practice we had on the ovals!   

Reunions Class of 1980 

We were always a friendly, tight knit 
bunch - so much so, we hope to 
have another reunion to celebrate 
45 years in 2025! 

- 

Simon Chartier 
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Reunions Class of 1981

Our Class of 1990, 30 year (+1) SMC 
reunion was a very enjoyable and 
memorable evening. The tour and 
drinks at the College was a good way 
to kick things off. It was impressive 
to see just how much the school has 
grown and the facility advancement 
to match the changes in educational 
practices. Catching up with some old 
mates was a lot of fun and seeing 
some of our former teachers, such 
as Mr Sommariva, Mr Curran and 
Ms Carey, made it special! Tour 
highlights included the school gym 
and re-visiting the old Year 12 area 

(seemed a lot smaller than what  
we remembered!).    

The Mosaic Hotel was a good 
location for the Classes of 1990 
and 2000 to let their hair down 
and get stuck into some good 
banter and have a drink or ‘three’. 
Some started the night by sharing 
some very amusing stories that 
triggered memories and helped us 
all reminisce and have a laugh about 
the good old days. After speaking to 
some old friends after 20-30 years,  
it transported me back to the  

Reunions Class of 1990 

school yard chat of the late  
80s - some people still had their 
same lines! 

There was plenty of energy in the 
room which was captured in some 
of the photos of all the wonderful 
people that formed the Class of 
1990.  Before I knew it, it was  
2:00 am and the pub was closing 
... time flew. 

Looking forward to the next one 
(and without masks!). Thank you to 
all who arranged both events. 

- 

Andrew Amsterdamski  

Friday 29 October. Held at the Mosaic Hotel. 
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Reunions Class of 2000

2021 already! Who would have 
thought that the 20 years since 
graduation would fly by so fast! 
Not me - I still feel like that Year 
12 student juggling assignments 
around a more important social 
life and never making it on time 
for the beginning of any lessons. 
Nonetheless, 20 years it is and since 
we can’t beat time we may as well 
celebrate and enjoy it – and I think, 
I’m pretty sure by looking at the 
photos, that’s exactly what the  
Class of 2001 did.  

As my best girlfriends (still) and  
I arrived at the Mosaic Hotel,  
I was overwhelmed at how many 
attendees filled the area and felt 
instantly nostalgic. After months 
of social media posts, emails, 
messages and searching for long 
lost friends - harassing them really, 
it had all paid off as 65 old scholars 
and teachers filled the function 
area, drinks in hand and smiles on 
faces so happy to see one another. 
It was fun! Like going back in time to 
after the Graduation Mass but with 
a better haircut, and many without 
hair at all. 

Reunions Class of 2001 
The Class of 2001’s list of accolades 
and achievements span the globe, 
and everyone was happy to share 
and listen to each other alike. 
We talked of careers and travel, 
partners and babies and were 
reunited with old friends, old loves, 
and some memories we’d forgotten 
we forgot! It was great to know how 
well we were all doing no matter 
the paths taken. Unfortunately, we 
are still stuck in COVID-19 times 
preventing many disappointed 
comrades from entering the State 
to attend, but through social media 
reconnected and sent all their best. 

I am told the class of 2001 was 
a special class that the faculty 
remember fondly - I didn’t understand 
why. However the night proved that 
we are a special bunch with bonds 
that may never be broken, a humble 
group that still knows how to have a 
good time and in a lot of ways, hasn’t 
changed one bit.      

- 

Lana Adamuszek 

On Friday 15 October, the Class 
of 2000 celebrated its 20+1 year 
reunion starting with a College 
visit and tour, followed by drinks 
and nibbles at the Mosaic Hotel. 
A big thank you to the College 
administration for hosting us on 
campus, and the informative tour  
by Mr John Foley.     

For those of us, like me, that hadn’t 
been on campus for nearly 21 years, 
it was astounding to see how much 
the College has changed. The group 
chatted about the old and newer 
buildings and how they intertwine, 
offering first class facilities on a 
foundation of tradition. I remember 

Class of 2000 social media page.  
A special mention to Hayley Barker 
for arranging a visit, coming all the 
way from Perth for the weekend, 
and a call out to Cathy Carey, Tony 
De Silva and Peter Curran for joining 
us on the night.   

A general consensus amongst the 
group was that a 25 year school 
reunion is a must! 

- 

Tegan Collins 

thinking how big the Gym was  
when I was in Year 12 - now it’s 
double the size!    

After the campus visit, the former 
classmates headed to a private 
room at the Mosaic Hotel shared 
with members from the Class 
of 1990. With name tags on, the 
familiarity of names and faces 
turned into a night of many laughs, 
storytelling, and catching up on life 
since high school. Unfortunately, 
with border restrictions in place, 
there were a few who would have 
loved to have been able to attend, 
and they weren’t forgotten, having 
shared pictures and banter on the 
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Reunions Class of 2010

Wow, ten years… how time flies!  

On 29 October 2021, the Class of 
2011 gathered at the College for 
our 10 year reunion. We toured the 
College’s new facilities and looked 
on in amazement at how things had 
changed.  

We then made our way to Big 
Shed Brewery and onward to the 
Ramsgate Hotel... because some 
things never change.   

In 2011, Adele was top of the charts, 
Game of Thrones premiered, Prince 

Will wed Kate Middleton and the 
class of 2011 were ambitious Year 
12s keen to take on the world.    

It’s funny how day by day nothing 
changes, but when you look back, 
everything is different. There were 
the typical conversations amongst 
the group:  

“Hey mate, haven’t seen you in 
years, what’s new?” 

“Nah not much mate, same old,  
and you?”

Reunions Class of 2011 

Yet so much had changed. 
Engineers, lawyers, teachers, 
husbands, wives, children and so 
much more – we had all achieved so 
many incredible and vastly different 
things.  

However, no matter how much 
time had passed, a significant part 
of our lives was spent together in 
the rooms we toured. Catching up 
with old friends was as if no time 
had passed, and normal recess and 
lunchtime banter resumed.  

It’s a testament to the College, the 
teachers and our families that we 
were, and still are, a part of the  
SMC community. 

On to 2031! 

- 

Jack Dittmar 

On Friday 15 October 2021, the 
Class of 2010 finally gathered to 
celebrate our 10 year reunion (11 
years on, thanks to a couple of 
cancelled events due to COVID-19).   

The evening started at St Michael’s 
Secondary Campus where we were 
all able to catch up over some 
drinks and nibbles in the Lasallian 
Education Centre.   

It didn’t take long to realise that 
not a lot had changed between the 
group, and within minutes everyone 
was carrying on and conversing as if 
no time had passed at all.   

After having the opportunity to 
catch up, we were taken on a guided 
tour of the new and impressive 

some of us even met some new 
faces that we hadn’t crossed paths 
with at school.   

It was great to hear what everyone 
had achieved in the last eleven 
years, from different careers, various 
travels, weddings and even some 
becoming parents. Everyone I had 
the chance to speak to mentioned 
that they were glad they had 
decided to attend, and there were 
already talks about the next reunion 
in 10 years time!  

- 

Natalie Scicluna 

facilities of the school, none of which 
were there 11 years earlier. As nice 
as it was to see the beautiful new 
facilities, and how far the school 
has grown, it was also a great 
opportunity to be able to walk 
through the places that we used to 
hang out together at lunch time and 
reminisce on different memories 
and classes together. We also had 
the opportunity to ask questions, 
flick through our yearbook and even 
catch up with some former staff and 
teachers.   

After the tour came to an end, the 
group headed to Big Shed Brewing 
where we were joined by even more 
familiar faces. The night flew by as 
we caught up with old friends, and 
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Obituary Emeritus 
Professor of Reg Coutts 

Reg arrived at St Michael’s in 1959 
as a wide-eyed enthusiastic Grade 4 
student. That infectious enthusiasm 
was to be his hallmark. Although 
Polio at an early stage in life crippled 
his right arm it did not stop him 
from participating fully in school 
life. Whether it was mobilizing 
support for the school’s fundraising 
activities or being involved in the 
various clubs and societies – Reg 
could be seen at the forefront ready 
to engage and enthuse his fellow 
students. 

He was the first School Captain at 
St Michael’s College, Henley Beach. 
Reg was awarded a Commonwealth 
Scholarship and completed degrees 
in Science and Engineering at 
the University of Adelaide before 
undertaking a PhD. 

Reg then embarked on an 
outstanding career, which involved 
helping to set up the framework 
for the National Broadband 
Network. In the 1990’s Reg returned 
to the University of Adelaide 
as the foundation Professor of 
Telecommunications. 

In 2018 he was inducted in 
the Pearcey Hall of Fame. The 
Pearcey Hall of Fame recognises 
individuals who have made very 
significant lifetime contributions 
into one or more of Australia’s ICT 
research, industry, or professional 
development. 

Reg never stopped thinking about 
ways in which telecommunications 
could contribute to improving the 
quality of life for all. At the time 
of his death, he was working on 
a book that described the way 
telecommunications may enable 
the world to develop a sustainable 
future for all.    

Written by Dr John Tons (1967) and 
Stephen Jeisman (1967) 

2020 

We acknowledge and pay our 
respect to the Hegarty and Sheedy 
families whose loved ones passed 
away and were not listed in our 
2020 newsletter. 

Michael Hegarty  1961 

Donald Sheedy  1960  
 -1968 

Remembering old scholars  
who have passed away

2021 

St Michael’s College has learnt of the 
following deaths in our community 
in 2021. We extend our sympathy to 
the family and friends of these old 
scholars.  

Michael Willis   1979 

Todd Bradmore  2006 

Frank Radic  1991 

Pablo Herrero 1995 

Timothy Dixon    2002 

Christopher Koumi  2005 

Elio Mazzocca  1967 

Peter Bagnara  1967 

Hamish O’Callaghan  2021 

David Greco  1991 

Reginald Coutts  1967 

Lynn Barratt  1978 
(nee Knowles)

Lily Rose Schubert  2015 

Please visit the SMC website for the 
full list of old scholars who have 
passed away.  

We acknowledge that our records 
are incomplete and welcome you to 
contact the College with updates. 

Memorial Mass 

The annual Memorial Mass is held  
in November each year. Please 
email community@smc.sa.edu.au 
if you wish to receive updates and 
date reminders for this special  
Mass each year. 

Pictured left: Reg Coutts

Cuz’s Corner... 
Who’s on First? 

A snapshot of what has been happening in  
and around our Lasallian world...

game they failed to qualify for the 
next stage and could not add any 
silverware to their Gold Medal at  
the Commonwealth Games.

Congratulations also to Chadd 
Sayers (2005) on a wonderful first-
class career including taking the 
prize wicket of AB de Villiers in  
South Africa and his recent 
appointment on the coaching staff 
will be a great fillip for cricket in 
Papua New Guinea.

A former Cricketer of the Year 
Daniel Drew (2014) has been on 
fire for the West Torrens A Grade 
cricket side. One can only hope the 
State and Strikers’ selectors take 
note of his unbelievable knocks of 
214 and 180 especially as in both 
innings Drewy remained not out! 

It is good to see Harry Nielsen 
(2012) still playing for the Redbacks 
and Strikers and let us hope 
Spencer Johnson (2013) can 
continue his rich vein of form after 
Christmas. Or better still let us hope 
he gets a gig with the Strikers in the 
Big Bash.

In other news several old boys 
played in the Eagles back-to-back 
victory against Glenelg in the 
S.A.N.F.L Grand Final. Jimmy 
Toumpas (2011), Joey Sinor (2010), 
Jack Firns (2013) and Kai Pudney 
(2017) all played pivotal roles in 
the team’s success on the day and 
despite being the underdog proved 
too strong throughout and won 
convincingly by 67 points. 

Congratulations to Chris McHugh 
(2007) on representing Australia 
in the recent Olympic Games in 
Tokyo. Chris and his partner Damian 
Schumann had to overcome injury 
and adversity in their quest for glory 
on the sands at Shiokaze Stadium. 
Despite a great win in their first Pictured below:

Left to right: Jimmy Toumpas, Joseph Sinor,  
Kai Pudney, Jack Firns, Daniel Drew,  
Harry Nielsen and Spencer Johnson.
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Cuz’s Corner... 
Who’s on First? 

You will be in “Safe Hands” 
at the following locations 
around town...

Brad Trenwith (1998), Orla and 
Michelle will take care of all your 
Chiropractic needs at the  
Lakeview Clinic, or if you are into 
health and fitness you cannot go 
past Brett Ebert’s (2001) skills  
as a personal trainer. 

Peressin Pools will build you a  
state-of-the-art inground swimming 
pool and spa, just call Phillip 
Peressin (2003).  

Anthony Hancock (1999) and 
partner have recently opened  
The Podiatry Place at Henley  
and are looking forward to providing 
specialist care for all your podiatry 
needs and just mention SMC  
for a special deal! 

Callum Dinnison (2010) is happy to 
provide you with an early morning 
“heart starter” at Mister Pigeon café 
in Gilles Street or if you are passing 
by Jason Russo (2005) will brew the 
best cup of “cha” and dish up some 
delicious pizza at Commune 1  
on Tapleys Hill Road, Seaton. 

Despite all the roadworks on Military 
Road the ‘Ram a lama’ summer 
season is in full swing so dust off 
your winter blues and let us get 
around each other for a quiet frothy 
or two as you just never know who 
might be in the house!

Bella Nicola’s (2012) mobile service 
Meet Me Coffee Co. is the van  
that can come to you for your coffee 
fix on the run. 

Let your taste buds savour the 
fabulous fare at Chicco Palms at 
Lockleys as Peter Demarco (1996) 
and staff cater to your every need. 

Finally, if you need help on your 
wedding day, contact the Caruso 
brothers at Jaguars with Grace who 
will ensure you arrive and depart  
in style.

Old Scholar Weddings

Carla Mitroussidis (2012) and  
Stefan Mauk - 10 July 2021,  
St Francis Xavier Cathedral

Samantha Muir (2011) and  
Luke Carpenter (2010)  
Plant 4 Bowden

Jacob Shepherd (2005) and  
Ashlea Rogers (2005) -  
20 November 2021,  
Botanical Gardens

Matthew Sammut (2010)  
and Tess Morcom (Staff) -  
30 October 2021,  
Barn 1890  
McLaren Vale

 

Stefan Mauk and Carla Mitroussidis Jacob Shepherd and Ashlea Rogers

Samantha Muir and Luke Carpenter

Tess Morcom and Matthew Sammut

Tess and Matthew
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EUGENE  
RAGGHIANTI   

Performer, arts manager 
and teacher  

Class of 1968 

To Eugene Ragghianti, “variety 
is the spice of life.” And he has 
lavishly peppered it, giving flavour 
to his long-spanning creative 
career. From teaching and music, 
theatre and acting, events and arts 
management, Eugene has done it 
all. “I don’t believe in being lonely. 
How can I possibly be, with so  
many interests?”  

Eugene has managed to reach 
acclaim in every specialty and views 
every one of his projects through 
the lens of an artist – like the soft 
poeticism and confidence of a 
philharmonic orchestra, each part 
playing a role in beauty that falls  
on our ears.  

Eugene fell in love with the stage as 
a teenager while still at St Michael’s 
College. He worked professionally 
in theatre and cabaret, touring 
Australia, and performed alongside 
the likes of Judi Dench.  

His star was born.  

Even while gaining qualifications 
across the arts and education, 
Eugene’s muses couldn’t be 
confined to one degree. A student of 
life and an interest in people helped 
Eugene carve his successful path, 
coloured by intentional change.  

Eugene taught English, Drama and 
Music in London, while performing 
in and directing a production that 
made it to the Edinburgh Fringe.  

He worked in languages in Lucca, 
Italy, where his father was born, co-
wrote a TV program, and developed 

“I love to say that I’ve retired as a 
professional Italian, because my last 
role was Carnevale. But I’ve got to 
keep my brain going, so I’m currently 
working on a film script. I’ve also 
nearly completed The History of 
Prospect Oval 1922-2022, which I’m 
writing for the North Adelaide 
Football Club History Committee.”  

Inspired by the good things in life – 
people, music, friends, family, and 
wine – the creative mind is never 
satiated. Just like the textured 
wonder of a classical song, Eugene 
has composed his career to the 
beautiful, sometimes striking, 
melody of change.  

“Because there’s nothing exciting 
about being too safe, is there?”  

a cabaret show tour. He cut his 
teeth in arts management across a 
multitude of events – the Melbourne 
Lygon Arts Festival, The Song 
Company, the Australian Chamber 
Orchestra, Adelaide Fringe, Alice 
Desert Festival, and most recently, 
Carnevale Adelaide.  

“It was an adrenaline rush to bring 
these productions to life. Arts 
companies tend to have no money, 
so it was a thrill to find ways to raise 
funds. I was a one-man-band in 
most of the jobs I’ve done. This is 
how I like to operate. It keeps  
me fresh.”  

Where are they now ?
SHAUN  
MCBRIDE    

Professional Golf Caddy  

Class of 1988 

Some people search their whole 
lives for their calling. Shaun McBride 
found his at the age of 16. 

“I watched Greg Norman playing in 
the US Masters. It’s the first time I’d 
ever seen golf. I was fixated. Once 
the bug bites, it’s all over.”  

No stranger to success in sport, 
Shaun enjoyed playing cricket, 
tennis, and football at St Michael’s 
College. The spirit of mateship that 
sport evoked in Shaun throughout 
his formative years undoubtedly fed 
his confidence to chase his dream: 
to become a professional golf 
caddy. To walk alongside the world’s 
best golfers to their wins, offering 
counsel along the way.  

An insatiable love for the sport, 
sheer determination, and courage 
to “break the mould” helped him 
break onto the international 
circuit. Shaun’s 20-year career in 
professional caddying includes 
many victories across Australia, 
Asia, Europe, and North America. 
Orlando, Florida, has been home  
for the past 29 years.  

One of the highlights of Shaun’s 
career is meeting professional 
golfer, and now wife, Maria McBride. 
He filled in for her caddy and she 
won the tournament. “The world 
of professional golf is high risk, 
high reward. I had the privilege of 
travelling all over the world.”  

In 2009, Shaun and Maria welcomed 
their daughter, who became their 
priority. “Caddying in moments for 
the likes of Rachel Hetherington and 
Karrie Webb’s 2000 World Cup wins 
and John Senden’s 2006 Australian 

Open title, was exhilarating.  
Once my daughter was born, 
I was able to confidently step 
away from the tours, happy  
and fulfilled.”  

With international experience in 
men’s and women’s professional 
golf, Shaun now enjoys most of his 
time in Orlando – contributing to 
the game he still loves, with private 
coaching and caddying for elite-level 
golfers and college kids.  

“It’s an honour to coach the next 
generation of golfers coming 
through, especially women who 
don’t always have the competitive 
upbringing men do. I also mentor 
players who need extra support 

if there’s a cultural barrier. I know 
the influence a positive teacher        
can have on a young player because 
I was lucky enough to experience it 
at St Michael’s College.”  

Shaun knew, with conviction, that 
golf was his future. 

“Find what lights you up  
and go 100 miles an hour 
until you get there.”  
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MARY-KYRI 
PALLARAS    

Shoe Designer   

Class of 1996   

Women fall head over heels for 
the stilettos that Sarah Jessica 
Parker, Kim Kardashian, or Jennifer 
Lopez wear. Mary-Kyri actually 
designed them. 15 years ago, with 
no social media, she sold her car 
and used the money to start her 
self-titled shoe brand, Mary-Kyri. An 
‘influencer’ before the term existed, 
Mary-Kyri was her own publicist, 
production manager, sales agent, 
and designer.  

“It was both exhausting and 
exhilarating, especially when I was 
overseas in Europe meeting with 
manufacturers and boutiques. 
I wanted to make a high-quality 
Italian product that could be worn 
for 12 hours without pain and still 
be affordable. Even today, women 
contact me to say they’ve still 
got their shoes and it’s the most 
comfortable pair they’ve ever worn. 
This is a wonderful feeling for me.” 

While Mary-Kyri has a Diploma 
in Fashion Design, Clothing and 
Textiles, she’s a self-taught shoe 
designer. A string of serendipitous 
events led to Kylie Minogue parading 
Mary-Kyri heels on the front cover 
of a London newspaper. This set in 
motion the wave of paparazzi with 

at your door within two weeks. 
There’s also large variety of fabrics 
to select from, NFT accessories 
including bags, belts and shoes 
to elevate your styled outfits. You 
may want to re-create a garment 
you have, design a style you cannot 
find or design something for a 
special occasion. Design your own 
personal wardrobe with a collection 
no-one else in the world has. Or 
people have the option to sell it on 
the Ustyler ecommerce shop or 
manufacture in bulk for boutiques 
and launch your own fashion label. 
Wear and share it to social media to 
your friends and followers giving you 
the dream opportunity of becoming 
a fashion designer”. 

Mary-Kyri is giving people interested 
in fashion design a platform, in 
the hope to change lives. After the 
success of her global fashion label, 
she’s hoisting up the creativity of 
millions with a runway to go down, 
dressed in their own self-styled 
brilliance.  

Join the waitlist now for launch 
dates at www.ustyler.com  
and follow Ustyler on social media 
@ustylerapp. 

celebrities in Mary-Kyri shoes.  
Kate Moss, Pink, Katie Holmes, 
Dannii Minogue, and Delta 
Goodrem just to name a few.  

“I met Kim Kardashian  
backstage at Fashion Week. 
I introduced her to my shoe 
label, where it was produced 
and the uniqueness of my 
brand. Soon after Kim was 
photographed wearing her 
favourites in the collection.  
I contacted fashion editors and 
secured editorials in publications 
such as Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, 
and Cosmopolitan. After this, all the 
boutiques wanted it.”  

Mary-Kyri has had the honour of 
dressing the most incredible women 
across the world. To her, shoes 
were always about making women 
feel confident. While her soles have 
been on celebrities, her soul was 
always with everyday women. This 
set the stage for Mary-Kyri’s new 
brand, Ustyler – the global fashion 
design and styling platform for ‘The 
Overnight Designer’.  

“Anyone without any fashion 
knowledge or skills can become a 
fashion designer using the Ustyler 
app. It’s a free download on Apple 
App Store and Android Google 
Play smartphones. With an easy 
click and drag functionality, you 
can create clothing that instantly 
displays your designs on a virtual 3D 
reality catwalk. You can choose to 
have your designed garments made 
locally in Adelaide with delivery 

Where are they now ?
CHADD SAYERS     

Retired Professional 
Cricketer    

Class of 2005   

To cricket fans, Chadd Sayers  
needs no introduction. As a feared 
bowler, Chadd rose through Grade 
cricket and made his professional 
debut in the 2011-12 Sheffield 
Shield season. After reaching the 
highest domestic level, he earned 
his ‘baggy green’ playing one  
Test for Australia, before  
retiring this year.  

Chadd remains third in South 
Australia’s all-time Shield wicket 
takers – one of the Redbacks 
greatest players. Ongoing knee 
problems and the long stints away 
from his young family inspired the 
move from player to coach. Chadd 
joined the coaching team of Papua 
New Guinea’s national cricket team, 
the Barras (Barramundis), for the 
ICC T20 World Cup in the UAE  
and Oman.  

“I wanted to retire while I was still 
at a great level. Now I can continue 
to contribute to the sport. I’m 
extremely grateful for the time  
I spent at the professional  
level,” Chadd said.  

His love for cricket started at St 
Michael’s College. “I had to choose 
between pursuing cricket or football. 
I decided on the cricket path and 
thankfully, had success right out  
of the gate at age 18.”  

“I always enjoyed my time at 
school. Sport made it easy, and I 
was encouraged to strive for my 
goals. You never know how good 
you can get at something. It’s 
important to work hard for what 
you want. Don’t take anything for 
granted.”  

This cricket legend encourages 
people chasing their dreams to use 
all the resources available to them. 
Whether that’s talent, interests, 
mentors or education, there’s an 
abundance of opportunities.  

Chadd’s career is the perfect 
example of what’s possible when 
you “give it a crack.” While he might 
not be bowling, he’s opening a new 
innings. This time, as coach. 
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EL MASTRANGELO      

Deputy Principal     

Class of 2006     

As a student, El Mastrangelo’s 
teachers had a profound impression 
on her. Respected, understood, and 
trusted as a young adult, she saw 
just how important the role of the 
teacher is.  

After completing her secondary 
education studies at Flinders 
University, El landed in a role in 
juvenile justice at the Magill Youth 
Training Centre. She quickly learned 
how to build relationships with 
highly vulnerable people, which laid 
the foundation for what she stands 
for today: a humanist at heart.  

“I’m not sure I would have learned 
such a strong, people-first lesson 
so early on if I didn’t start my career 
in detention centres. I carried this 
with me to my next role in country 
primary school teaching at Whyalla 
Stuart Primary School which is, 
historically, a hard place to staff,”  
El said.  

After gaining primary school 
experience, El moved onto a 
position at Salisbury North teaching 
tech, followed by East Marden 
Primary School in Campbelltown. 
She came into her own as a leader, 
as the school counsellor for two 
years.  

El leaned on her own counsel 
when an opportunity came up 
in her local community, Allenby 
Gardens. “I wanted to start a family 
and be closer to home. I attended 
kindergarten and reception at 
Allenby Gardens Primary School, 
so when the Deputy Principal role 
came up, I had to go for it. Although 
it was a couple of steps above  
where I was, I got it.”  

education is a toolkit kids will 
carry throughout their lives.  

El’s love for self-accountability 
is rooted in her early years at St 
Michael’s College. She continues 
to embody the powerfully simple 
be the best you can be motto in 
everything she does. 

El brought her own flavour and a 
learner mindset to each role. She’s 
there for the kids and has a real 
passion for wellbeing, both for the 
students and teachers.  

“Through our trauma sensitive 
practice program, we empower 
children to be present in their own 
bodies, self-regulate, and choose 
language they wouldn’t otherwise 
use. For example, I’m having a 
worry instead of I miss my Mum.”  

To shape and inspire the minds of 
future generations is the greatest 
honour. In the demanding, always-
changing world of today, wellness 

Where are they now ?
DANIEL SCALI       

Guinness World 
Record holder      

Class of 2010     

In November 2020, Daniel Scali 
could only plank for two minutes. 
Five months later, he won the 
Guinness World Record for the 
longest plank – 9 hours and 30 
minutes. He believes anyone  
can do it too.  

Daniel had a strong ‘why’ that 
fuelled his mission. For 17 years, 
he’d lived with Complex Regional 
Pain Syndrome (CRPS) and constant 
agony in his left arm. 

“I knew there had to be a purpose 
for the chronic pain, so I decided 
to put it to a good cause and show 
people that anything is possible 
with the right mindset. I believed  
I could do it,” Daniel said.  

Daniel’s training consisted of a mind 
coach and physical conditioning of 
his shoulders, abs, and core with 
pushups, sit-ups, weight training 
and running. And of course, a lot 
of planking. He’d plank at 5.00am 
before work, on his lunch break at 
his automotive workshop job, and at 
night for five hours.  

“To be honest, 70% of it was mental. 
I had to push my limits, change my 
beliefs, and convince myself to  

keep going. When your mind and 
body support one another, it’s 
amazing what’s possible. As my 
shoulders started burning, I used 
my mind to reduce the pain by 
visualising it as the colour yellow, 
which had a cooling effect.”  

A story of sheer determination, 
Daniel’s World Record proves what’s 
beyond self-imposed limitations. He 
sends a positive message not just to 
people living with pain, but all of us: 
nothing is out of our reach if we set 
our minds to it.  

Daniel pays homage to his early 
years at St Michael’s College for 
inspiring this outlook on life. “I still 
think of the be the best you can 
be philosophy. It holds true in all 
aspects of life. Doing an extra 1% 

everyday, keep pushing, and when 
you think you’re at the end, you’re 
only 40% there.”  

“I live with excruciating pain, and I 
spent too long scared to go outside, 
out of fear of getting bumped. But 
pain is only temporary. I can stay 
energising the why me thinking  
or embrace change and tell my  
own story. I turned to it, not  
away from it.”  

This, for Daniel, is the real prize. 
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NANCY  
AZZOLLINI       

Medical Scientist     

Class of 2014      

For Nancy Azzollini, science has 
always been in her blood. She  
toyed with the idea of specialising 
in industrial chemistry like her 
mother but settled on health 
sciences. After completing a 
Bachelor of Laboratory Medicine 
with honours at the University of 
South Australia, Nancy joined  
the diagnostics team at  
SA Pathology in the Women’s  
and Children’s Hospital.  

Catering for mothers and babies, 
Nancy is exposed to many 
interesting situations. “Anything 
can happen and there’s always 
fascinating cases. It’s wonderful to 
be able to contribute to the health 
of our patients and play a role  
in the patient care.”   

However, being in the laboratory, 
Nancy mainly deals with the treating 
doctors and nurses. ‘As Medical 
Scientists, we connect with patients 
through the names and numbers 
on a page. It’s an interesting field 
that allows us to impact patient care 
without direct patient contact’.  

Whether she’s processing swab 
samples for rapid COVID-19 tests or 
completing bloodwork for paediatric 
oncology patients and premature 
babies, Nancy’s role is dynamic and 
ever-changing.  

“There are a lot of areas you can 
move throughout pathology. When 
I graduated, I started in transfusion 
medicine. A year later, I transitioned 
into biochemistry and haematology. 
With the Women’s and Children’s 

“When I look back on my time 
at St Michael’s College,  
I realise it was some  
of the best years of my life. 

It’s a great foundation 
to adulthood.”  

Hospital being a smaller site, we do 
a lot of additional testing beyond 
our specific role.”  

This zigzagging in her testing has 
become an important life lesson. 

“Progress doesn’t have to be linear. 
Most of the time, it isn’t. Sometimes 
you have to try something just to be 
sure if you like it or not. Follow your 
gut and see where it takes you.  
Give yourself permission to change 
your mind.”  

School is a wonderful time to 
experiment with different interests.

Where are they now ?
ISABELLA 
MCCULLOCH        

Space Communicator, 
a next-generation 
astronaut        

Class of 2016       

Isabella was always obsessed with 
space, gazing up at stars, pondering 
the big, universal questions. This 
passion became a viable career 
path during her time at St Michael’s 
College, when she joined the South 
Australian Space School, National 
Space School, and the National 
Youth Science Forum.  

Beyond having the ‘world’s coolest 
job’, Isabella’s on a more grounded 
mission as a Space Communicator, 
being able to share what’s 
happening in Australia’s Space 
Sector with the public. and showing 
men and women of all ages just how 
lucrative a STEM career is.  

“As women, we tend to battle 
imposter syndrome. If we don’t tick 
every single box, we don’t apply 
for jobs we’re capable of. I want to 
break this pattern. I also want to 
prove that scientists can be social 
and can successfully communicate 
their ideas too.  

STEM needs great communicators, 
not closed off thinkers. It’s made for 
women, too. 

Isabella studied a Bachelor of 
Science, majoring in Space, Science 
and Astrophysics. She’s currently 
completing Honours in Science 
Innovation, while working at the 
Australian Space Discovery Centre 
and part-time as Stone and Chalk’s 
Space Intern 

“Studying astrophysics was an 
opportunity to understand the 
scientific mindset. Ultimately, I 
want to work as a project manager, 
connecting science and business. 

It’s an exciting time for Adelaide and 
the space sector, with more and 
more start-ups launching.”  

With her science-business focus, 
Isabella is involved in initiatives such 
as Force Forty STEM Outreach and 
Southstart – collectively working to 
encourage young South Australian 
talent to stay (or return to) an 
innovative, and oh-so liveable state. 

Wise beyond her years, Isabella 
imparts important advice to all 
young people. 

“Say yes to everything because the 
things you do and the people you 
meet will pay off. Be humble, but 
don’t sell yourself short. Stay rooted 
in the values ingrained in you at 

school, be kind, and carry a strong 
foundation of friendships with you.”  

Isabella dreams of representing 
Australia in other countries with 
booming space industries, such 
as South Korea. With a NASA 
collaboration already on her CV, 
Isabella is set for great heights.

Watch this space. 
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Despite a depleted injury list 
the A Grade held tough under 
new coach Cohen Mattner and 
in a watershed moment came 
of age defeating Pembroke in 
two close encounters. Whilst 
they fell short in the Grand Final 
their efforts throughout the season 
to overcome adversity will be the 
catalyst to success next year.  

Similarly, first year coach Josh 
Shepherd led his charges into 
the reduced finals fixture after 

a highly successful home and 
away season. Unfortunately, on 
a cold, blustery Friday evening 
they couldn’t replicate 
their previous good form 
and will spend the summer 
months ruing their lost opportunity 
and be back for another crack next 
year. Congratulations to Lyndon 
Parham (2002) on winning the 
Division 4R medal and rumour has 
it the Parham boys will be 
back next year in their quest 

players donned the guernsey at 
various stages during the year.  

The Senior Women’s teams again 
made the finals but unfortunately 
lost to opponents who adapted 
to the conditions and prevented 
the Lions from playing their 
traditional game style. The 
club is indebted to the effort 
and foresight of both Anthony 
Forby and Greg Philips in 
establishing a formidable foundation 
for the future and we wish Brad Day 
every success as he takes on the 
reigns next year. Congratulations 
to the Best and Fairest winner 
Rachael Killian (2014) who was 
also named Vice-captain of 
the League’s 2021 Team of the Year 
and Remy Grant (2011) who 
received the Player’s Player award 
for the Adelaide Football League 
- well done girls!   

It’s hard to believe that 
pre-season training has 
already commenced and Cohen 
is buoyed by the success of 
the Under 17 team’s win in 
the Grand Final by over ten 
goals and is looking forward 
to developing a number 
of juniors who look ready made 
for senior footy in 2022. Division 
3 promises to be an exciting 
challenge for the Lions but 
one I’m sure that we will embrace 
and meet head on as we have 
done in previous seasons.  

- 

Peter Curran President  

to reach a combined total 
of six hundred games!  

The highlight of the 
season was undoubtedly 
the undefeated C Grade’s 
performance and appeasing the 
memories of last year’s controversial 
loss to Adelaide University. 
Revenge was sweet at Panther Park 
and after some early nail-
biting moments they established 
their supremacy and 
ran out comfortable winners by 24 
points. Congratulations to the 
coaching group led by 
Jake Shepherd and it was 
obvious that the combination of 
youth and “old heads” was the 
successful recipe this year.  

A notable increase in the number 
of registered players saw the 
introduction of a D Grade 
side and Tom Bertossa is to 
be commended on his player 
management skills as over 70 

The “Football Gods” were appeased somewhat as the Lions 
marched into the finals in all three grades. 

SMOSH Update

From the Archives
To celebrate the St Michael’s College 
first Reception co-education cohort, 
we have taken this opportunity to 
look back into the archives and 
share the co-educational journey 
and significant milestones through  
the years. 

1972: For the first time in the 
College’s history, 13 girls enrolled  
to undertake their studies in their 
final year of schooling.

1974: Julie Beresford, first female  
to receive College Dux.

1985: Girls, in addition to boys,  
were enrolled in Years 11 and 12.

1994: SMC Advisory Board 
convened with Dr Jennifer Bourne  
as inaugural Chair, a position she 
held for 10 years.

1995: Inaugural De La Salle Award 
was presented to Narelle Hards.

2004: The first solo female College 
Captain, Claire Charlton, was 
appointed.

2008: The Year 8 cohort became  
co-educational.

2013: In July Marie Dorrington OAM 
was welcomed as the first female 
and lay Chair of the St Michael’s 
College, Adelaide Board.

2014: Hannah Schwarz was elected 
the first female Co-Captain.  
Hannah shared the role with 
Michael Ucci and this commenced 
the Co-Captain tradition.

2015: The College’s first female 
Deputy Principal, Teresa Cimmino 
(and old scholar 1977) was 
appointed.

2019: The College welcomed  
272 Year 7 students to  
secondary education  
(boys 149, girls 123).

2021: First Reception co-education 
class commenced.

2027: St Michael’s College will 
complete its fully co-educational 
profile across R – 12.

1972: first girls enrolled

2015: Teresa Cimmino 2008: Co-education

2014: 
Hannah 
Schwarz

2008:  
Marie 
Dorrington

2004:  
Claire 
Charlton
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LET US KNOW WHAT  
IS HAPPENING 
Our community loves to hear where classmates and fellow old scholars are and what they’re 
up to. If you have something interesting to share, whether it be your business, elite level 
sporting achievements or you have recently celebrated a wedding, please send through your 
photos and some brief information to be included in the next edition of Cuz’s Corner.

The best email address for your submission is community@smc.sa.edu.au

Primary Campus

78 East Avenue
Beverley SA 5009
8346 6548
smcprimary@smc.sa.edu.au

Secondary Campus

15 Mitton Avenue
Henley Beach SA 5022
8356 5966
smc@smc.sa.edu.au

CAN YOU HELP? 
In the College’s first volume of the Maroon & Blue 
Community News publication in 1995, generated  
by David Coluccio, 27 profiles of old scholars were  
featured in the ‘Where are they now?’ section. 

Wouldn’t it be interesting to know what  
they are doing 26 years on!?!

If this is you, or you know someone that is featured  
in this list, please reach out to the College’s Community 
Relations Department - we would love to know your  
journey during these 26 years. 

Olivia Peressin 
community@smc.sa.edu.au


